
The studios were abuzz with lan-

tern creation all summer long.  

Members of the artistsõ collective 

made more than 75 colourful lan-

terns, each one lit and ready to 

carry in the Nina Haggerty Cen-

treõs first annual lantern  

parade.   The evening celebrated 

Ninaõs first year on the Ave and 

was spirited, spontaneous and a 

whole lot of fun, complete with 

drummers and stilt-walking hoola-

hoopers!  Plans are already  

underway for this yearõs parade.    

This summer artists will also be 

introduced to the art of weaving.  

Thanks to support from the 

Golden Gate Lions Club and  

Butler Foundation the Centre has 

purchased two SAORI looms.   

The looms, originating in Japan, 

create a contemporary form of 

hand weaving which places the 

highest importance on free  

expression or òbeauty with lack of 

intention.ó This modification of the 

traditional loom makes weaving 

accessible to everyone.    

Nina Haggerty artists spent the past year in the clay studio 

perfecting garden accessories.  The unique stakes, sconces, 

bird baths and garden creatures were debuted to great  

success at òThat Bloominõ Garden Show and Art Sale,ó an annual  

community event produced by Arts on the Ave. Artists are 

now working on marbled and hand painted silk scarves and 

exploring production of original art T-shirts, baby wear and  

re-usable tote bags.  The Centre is booked for two dates at 

the Old Strathcona Farmersõ Market and for Kaleido Festival 

and the Edmonton Folk Music Festival.  Proceeds go to the 

artists and the Nina Haggerty Centre, creating a new revenue 

stream in support of Centre programs.   

Lanterns to Looms 
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Ulrike Rossier is the Peopleõs Choice in 2011 
The votes were counted and the winner  

declared at the 24th annual Mayors Celebration 

of the Arts:  Ulrike Rossier was named 2011 

recipient of the coveted Sutton Place Hotel 

Peopleõs Choice Award!  (Left) Mayor Mandel 

congratulates Uli on her win.  You can see the 

original painting on display at the Canadian 

Western Bank main branch (103rd Street and 

Jasper Avenue). 

From T-shirts and silk scarves to  

garden stakes and sconces - Nina 

artists want to show you their wares. 

Nina Artists Always Eager to Explore New Art Forms 
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After visiting a wax 

museum in Florida, 

Scott Berry dreamed 

that he too would be 

immortalized.  Scott 

fulfilled that goal by 

getting ôplasteredõ in 

the Nina Haggerty  

studio!  His life-sized 

image (Raymond) will 

appear in an art  

installation at Capital 

Ex this summer.   

Painting Murals with Canada World Youth 
Between September and December 2010, the Nina 

Haggerty Centre partnered with international youth 

organization, Canada World Youth, as a host site for 

two program participants, Ana Beatriz from Esteli, 

Nicaragua and Zane Barratt from Vancouver.   

The 2010 Edmonton project was coordinated in  

partnership with FUNARTE, a group in Nicaragua that  

specializes in building leadership capacity in youth 

through mural art. Program participants spent the  

summer in Esteli before travelling to Edmonton. 

Ana and Zane worked with two artists from the Nina 

Haggerty Collective to create 4 mural panels soon to 

be unveiled on the east wall of our building.  The panels 

use bright colours with three panels featuring ethnically 

neutral figures engaged in the stages of learning and 

mentorship, practicing and developing mastery and 

finally, performance and recognition for achievement.  

The fourth panel incorporates acrobatic figures in 

wood created by Nina artists, representing the many 

roles we all play as part of community.   

The first three panels were funded in part by a City of 

Edmonton grant designed to address the issue of public 

graffiti.  It will be unveiled on June 30, 2011 by Mayor 

Mandel, Canada World Youth and Nina artists.   

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 1  

Nina Haggerty Lead Artist Brenda Kim 

Christianson has become òthe art ladyó to the 

busy pre-schoolers attending Head Start and 

Early Start programs at Norwood Child & Family 

Resource Centre.  Brenda provides a genuine art 

experience for children aged 3 to 6, bringing new 

material each week for projects she ties to the 

season.  Based on the success of these sessions, 

the Resource Centre expanded the art programs 

to include older children in their After School 

program.  Lorraine Shulba, who teaches the  

Family Night Art Classes at the Nina Haggerty 

Centre, was hired to teach the additional classes.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With support from a generous Stollery  

Charitable Foundation Grant, the Nina 

Haggerty Centre has partnered with Recovery 

Acres, a live-in addictions recovery program.  

Art classes have been held weekly since in the 

Nina studios since May 2010, at first offered 

on a pilot basis with voluntary attendance.  In 

order to maximize the benefit of these classes, 

attendance is now mandatory, exposing  

diverse participants to art making.  While 

some are at first sceptical about this òchildishó 

activity, most quickly become absorbed in the 

work., finding it òcalm, relaxing and positive.ó    

Getting a Head Start and a New Start 



Statistically Speaking (Nina by the Numbers) 
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In the last quarter of 2009 

(September to December) eleven 

program volunteers contributed 

256 hours in support of operations.  

During that same quarter in 2010, 

27 active volunteers contributed 

657 hours, many filling new roles 

supported by position descriptions 

and a clear process for recognition. 

Attendance in the studios did not 

see the same dramatic rise, but 

average daily attendance in 2010-11 

showed less fluctuation than in the 

previous year, with more than 30 

artists working in the studio, on 

average, each day.  Total member-

ship in the Collective continues to 

exceed 140 artists.   

In part to meet new PDD funding 

requirements and in part for our 

own information, the Centre has 

begun to record individualõs artistic 

goals and is tracking their progress. 

Already we are excited by some of 

the stories that are emerging.   

The physical space continues to be 

well-utilized outside normal hours 

of operation by community groups 

and individual artists.  Beginning 

April 1, 2011 the Centre is being 

more diligent in tracking use of its space and looks forward to being 

able to provide statistics on usage trends in future.    

 

Returning Directors in their second 

term are: 
 

-Jeni Adler, Roberta Moro and  

Connie Moores.   
 

Returning Directors being ratified 

for a second term are:   
 

-Ailien Holdis and Paul Bellemare.    
 

Returning Directors in their first 

term are:  
 

-Kristine Penner and Svetlana  

The NHCA is pleased to present 

the following slate of Officers and 

Directors for approval by the  

membership: 
 

Chair - Curtis Gillespie 

Vice-Chair - Harold Pearse 

Secretary/Treasurer - Yvonne  

DuBourdieu 
 

Curtis, Harold and Yvonne are all 

entering the third year of their 

second term as Directors.    

Pavlenko.   

The board is seeking new Directors 

with fundraising, accounting, legal 

or capital campaign experience.   
 

If you are interested in finding out 

more or wish to refer a candidate 

to the board, please contact Centre  

This is a significant step forward, as 

in previous years the first two  

quarters have presented significant 

financial challenges.  Significant 

grants, membership fees and  

proceeds from our annual fund 

raiser are not received until late in 

the second or third quarter.  This 

year, with casino funds in place, the 

Centre has been able to weather 

the first quarter storms that saw us 

seeking emergency funds from key 

supporters last year. 

Approval has been received for a 

second casino in the summer of 

2012, with the expectation that a 

new license will be issued every 

other year.   This represents the 

final plank in the Centreõs plan for 

ongoing operational stability.   

The Board thanks bookkeeper Lois 

Watkins, auditor Darcy Koshman 

and Nina administrative staff Marta 

Beranek for their diligent work this 

past year. 

The Nina Haggerty Centre for the 

Arts is pleased to present audited 

financial statements for the year 

ending March 31, 2011, prepared by 

Darcy W. Koshman, CGA.      

Last year, the Centre reported an 

operating deficit of close to 

$25,000, but thanks to a casino and 

increased earned revenue, the  

2010-2011 fiscal period ended in a 

positive position.  

 

 

Financial Report for 2010-2011  

Slate of Officers and Directors of the Board 

òLast year, our 

challenge was keeping 

the doors open.  Next 

year we have to pay 

for those doors!  The 

Centre is  scheduled  

to make a large lump 

sum payment in 2012 

towards the purchase 

of the new facility .ó 

 

Board Chair,  

Curtis Gillespie 

Paul Bellemare is active as a board member and as an artist in 

the Collective.  (Above) Paul performs his original dance routine 

on International Dance Day in the Stollery Gallery.   
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(Above) Laura  

Pallister created 

her self -portrait in 

clay. 

Maria Pace-Wynters & Deborah Cardinal 

Beyond Colour Extends to Studio 

You Lookinõ at Me? 
Itõs all about being allowed to 

risk, even to fail. There was an 

initial level of concern with 

artists exploring lino cut print 

making processes, due to the 

sharp implements used to cut 

defining lines in the soft lino-

leum.  There has been the odd 

knick or cut, but over time a 

number of artists have  

developed a degree of mastery 

that is quite exciting.   

For several months, Paul  

Freeman, the Centreõs artistic 

director, focused activity on 

the creation of self-portraits.    

Artists worked with photos of 

themselves transferred to lino,  

using a simple one-colour 

process. Over time, artists 

learned to add layers of  

colour.  In the end, more than 

40 artists in the Collective 

created self-portraits.   

To debut some of the work, 

the Stollery Gallery hosted You 

Lookinõ At Me? in July 2010, an 

exhibition of work created 

earlier in the year.  

This work, along with more 

recent self-portraits, will be 

captured in an art book 

scheduled to be launched during 

Alberta Arts Days (September 

30, 2011) at the Stanley Milner 

Library.  Writer Jocelyn Brown is 

assisting with text for the  

publication - you can often find 

her at work interviewing artists 

in the studio.     

Encouraged to get involved 

with members of the Nina 

Haggerty artistsõ Collective 

during his show, Henri offered 

to teach workshops in water 

colour.  Classes were held in 

the gallery while his show, 

Beyond Colour, was being  

exhibited.  The workshops 

were extremely popular with 

the Nina artists, with more 

Local artist Henri Yauck  

presented work in water  

colour in the Stollery Gallery 

in February 2011.   

Henri is well-known in the 

neighbourhood, contributing 

many hours to the Carrot 

Community Arts Coffee 

House managed by his wife 

Irene.   

than a dozen participants in 

each workshop.   

The Nina Haggerty Centre 

encourages community artists 

exhibiting in the Stollery  

Gallery to explore opportunity 

for some sort of collaboration 

or involvement with Centre 

artists.  Last year, 8 of 12  

exhibits involved collaboration.   

Cardinal.  The two collaborated 

for an untitled showing of their 

work in October 2010.  It was 

particularly interesting to see 

the influence of Mariaõs style in 

Deborahõs work.   

Since this showing, Deborah has 

returned to school so is taking a 

break from her regular artistic 

practice.  Maria continues to 

mentor other artists on a  

regular basis.    

The Stollery Gallery was proud 

to present an exhibition of 

work by very successful local 

artist, Maria Pace-Wynters.  

Maria has a robust on-line  

presence and her work is in 

many private collections.   

She is also a regular volunteer 

artist mentor in the studios at 

the Nina Haggerty Centre, this 

past year spending much of her 

time with Nina artist Deborah 

Local water colourist Henri 

Yauck went Beyond Colour to 

teach a series of  popular work-

shops  in this medium for inter-

ested Nina artists.  The work-

shops were held in the Stollery 

Gallery during Henriõs show.   

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 1  



The darker side:  Extreme Metal and Night of Beasts  
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In November, Nina artists Randy 

Stennes and Paul Bellemare exhibited 

work on paper and in clay, in  

collaboration with local artist Kib 

Sreng, for Night of the Beasts.  Just in 

time for Halloweõen, this exhibit was 

meant to conjure up images of ghouls 

and monstrous apparitions.   

In mid-March, the Stollery Gallery 

welcomed Extreme Metal, a visual 

exploration of the frontier of òmetaló 

culture.  Nina Haggerty lead artist, 

Tim Grieco along with Roxana  

Dushkevich and other artists involved 

in the local Heavy Metal community  

joined together to create this exhibit.  

Artists presenting work approached 

the subject from their personal  

relationship with metal culture.  They 

included metal musicians, fans/

groupies and co-conspirators within 

the local head-banging hordes.     

Just as metal culture presents itself in 

diverse ways, this exhibition included 

work in a variety of media (drawing, 

painting, printmaking) representing a 

range of themes from òfist in your 

faceó posturing to more refined  

technicality and symbolic layering. 

emotional, mental, spiritual and environmental. 

The winning entries were announced in May 

 and displayed at City Hall, the Carrot  

Community Arts Coffee House and finally in  

the Nina Haggerty Stollery Gallery in June as 

part of the Works Festival of Art & Design.    

This year during the Works the Stollery Gallery 

hosts ?rogress, an exploration of progress 

through the lenses of natural and personal cycles 

of destruction and (re) construction. (Pam  

Baergen, Benjamin Lemphers, TJ McLaughlan)     

The Nina Haggerty Centre and Stollery  

Gallery are pleased to be a venue for  

Edmontonõs annual Works Festival of Art & 

Design.   

This past year, the Edmonton Food Bank 

sponsored an interactive photo and literary 

contest, Expressions of Hunger, to put a local 

face on issues of poverty,  homelessness and 

other social issues.   

Three prizes were awarded for photography 

and poetry in each of five categories:  physical, 

studio since moving to the new 

facility, including access to the new 

fabric studio.   

This yearõs exhibit once again  

explored exciting new ground with  

artists combining clay, fabric and 

found objects to create personal 

totems - emblems representing  

each artistõs unique experiences.   

Lead artist Sue Seright is already 

planning next yearõs show which  

will include new media - weaving  

created on the new SAORI looms! 

The Stollery Gallery first exhibited  

3-dimensional work in clay in  

November and December 2004, 

celebrating the opening of the first 

clay studio at the Nina Haggerty 

Centre.  It has become an annual 

tradition to end the year with new 

work in clay, but there has been 

nothing traditional about the work 

shown!   

Artists in the Nina Haggerty Artistsõ 

Collective have been working in a 

much larger and better equipped 

Totemic Manifesto 

Expressions of Hunger/The Works 

(Above) Gaye Huckell 

poses with one of two 

pieces of her work  

selected for the exhibit.  

(Left) Andrew Zapach 

created a totem titled 

òZapach Farm.õ  
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The Wisdom of the Yeast 
Tim Grieco 
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òThe Nina 

Haggerty Centre is 

eternally grateful 

for the support it 

has received from 

Alberta Culture  & 

Community Spirit 

through its Lottery 

Funded granting 

programs.ó 

 

Wendy Hollo 

(Top) Yvette  

Prefontaine found it  

interesting to work  

with a live model,  

experimenting with  

drawing the human form.  

Funding Support for Operations 

Model Enhances Studio Experience 
Once a week, professional 

artistsõ model Andrea Owen 

has been volunteering her time 

to pose for artists in the Nina 

Haggerty Collective.   

This is a very new experience 

for artists in the studio who 

are accustomed to drawing 

and painting from imagination. 

It became apparent after a 

number of sessions held on 

rotating days that the challenge 

of life drawing was not to be 

easily mastered by this  

population.  Nina staff took 

part in sessions, demonstrating 

technique, but artists struggled 

with lines, proportion and 

perspective.   

In an inspired moment, artistic 

director Paul Freeman tried 

projecting the modelõs shadow 

onto large pieces of paper 

installed on the studio walls.   

Artists then traced the body, 

getting a feel for the human form.  

Treating the experience as a 

group exercise generated a new 

level of enthusiasm and soon  

artists began embellishing the 

form with colour and cut out 

shapes reflecting the modelõs 

costume and pose.  Some of these 

òlife drawingsó will be used this 

summer when Nina artists create 

an installation piece at Capital Ex.   

for the critical role it has played 

in establishing a sustainable  

funding model in the form of 

multi-year bridge funding that 

ended this year.   

The Centre builds on this core 

support, generating up to 35% 

of its annual budget through 

membership fees, facility rental, 

art sales, fund raising, individual 

donations and foundation grants.  

The Nina Haggerty Centre is 

grateful for the ongoing operating 

grant support received from the 

Edmonton PDD Community 

Board, the Alberta Foundation for 

the Arts and the Edmonton Arts  

Council/City of Edmonton.  The 

combined support received from 

these funding bodies creates a 

solid base for ongoing programs.   

The Centre sincerely thanks the 

Edmonton Community Foundation 

The final plank in the Centreõs 

sustain-ability plan was approval 

for a casino license.   

We are extremely grateful to 

Alberta Culture & Community 

Spirit and Minister Blackett for all 

Alberta Lottery funded grants 

received, with special thanks  

reserved for the recently  

approved Community Initiatives 

Program grant in support of  

operations in 2011-2012.    

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  

(Above centre) artist attempt life drawings of the model.  Andrea, a professional artistsõ model, volunteers 

her time each week.  (Above left and right) artists create life-sized images of the human form in mixed  

media, aided by a projection of the modelõs shadow onto large sheets of paper.     


