
The Nina Haggerty Centre 

wrapped its new home in a huge 

red ribbon for its Grand Opening 

on September 25, 2010.  Held in 

conjunction with the Avenueõs 

Kaleido Family Arts Festival, 

hundreds of well-wishers packed 

the roadway as Minister Lindsay 

Blackett, Mayor and Lynn 

Mandel, MLA Brian Mason, City 

Councilors and artists from the 

Collective cut the giant ribbon.   

And it has been a busy hub ever 

since!  The studio program is 

thriving and on weekends and 

evenings the Centre is  

increasingly busy hosting various 

community groups. Itõs a dream 

come true for Nina Board, staff 

and Artistsõ Collective.  òWe are 

very, very lucky to be here,ó says 

Wendy Hollo, Centre Director, 

òand we intend to make full  

advantage of the opportunity.ó 

Itõs been a fabulous year on the 

Avenue, and the Nina Haggerty 

Centre invites Edmonton to 

come down to take part in 

Aurora, the cityõs newest  

parade.  Planned for 10:00 p.m. 

on Friday, September 10 the 

parade will add to kick-off  

festivities for Kaleido Family Arts 

Festival.  With drummers lining 

the route (Carrot Coffee House 

to the old Alberta Cycle Building) 

and fire hoppers leading the  

parade, it promises to be an  

exciting night of light and sound.   

Now all we need is you!  All  

lanterns are welcome - entry is  

free and there will be great prizes.  

To help inspire creativity, we are 

hosting a series of lantern making 

workshops in August, supported  

by an Avenue Initiative grant.     

Call the Centre for info or check 

our website for updates.  All  

workshops are free. 
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The Nina Haggerty Centre will 

mark its first anniversary on the 

Ave with the launch of Aurora - a 

Parade of Light and Drumming. 

Thank You Donors for Putting Our Name on the Ave 
With 43 letters in our name and no 

sign in the construction budget, it 

looked like we might not get our 

name on the Ave any time soon.  

Thanks to Gordon Oxley for  

championing our ôbuy a letterõ  

campaign, donors stepped up, many 

ôbuyingõ multiple letters.  Our sign 

was installed in January 2010.     
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òIt is great to see 

so much life in the 

Nina building. Itõs 

a great addition to 

the Ave and we 

are already finding 

exciting ways to 

collaborate. ó 

 

Christy Morin  

President 

Arts on the Ave 

Leona Clawson was 

inspired by a 3D  

animal model to  

create her own  

creature from strips 

of dyed fabric and 

chicken wire.   

Artist Collective Thriving 
25% Increase in Membership since 2008 
 

The Nina Haggerty Artistsõ Collective now has 135 paid members, up from 100 less than two years 

ago.  These artists work in the studio at least one day each week, so average daily participation in 

the studio program is also on the rise.  In May, 32 artists could be found at work, on average, in 

the new studios each day.  

The artists are also moving into new artistic territory and taking their practices to new heights.  

This year, the Centre was able to offer new media, such as low tech photography, various forms of 

print making and even expand to new art forms, such as dance.   

Grants from the Lee Fund made it possible to bring in professional artists on a contract basis,  

creating short term artist  

residencies.   The Centreõs artistic 

program, Lead Artists and artists in 

the Collective all benefited from  

exposure to new ideas, techniques  

and materials.   

Paul Freeman, Artistic Director  

for the Centre, continues to  

explore opportunities to introduce 

new media, artists and create new 

partnerships and collaborative  

projects.   
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From Tai Chi to Church services, the new Nina 

Haggerty facility is well on track with its ambition 

to be a busy hub on the Avenue.   òWe heard 

from community that they were excited by the 

possibility of seeing life in the new space, not just 

during the day, but on evenings and weekends,ó 

explains Centre Director, Wendy Hollo.  òThe 

trick was to figure out how to do that without 

over taxing our already stretched operating 

budget.ó 

Some evening and weekend activities are hosted 

by the Centre, such as Community and Family 

Arts classes that are supported by a grant from 

the Edmonton Community Adult Learning  

Association (ECALA).  The Centre also has  

partnered with Kids With Cancer to host a series 

of art making sessions to create work for their 

annual kids art sale fundraiser.  It also provides 

art classes for Recovery Acres, an addictions  

recovery group, sessions supported by a grant 

from the Stollery Charitable Foundation.  

Nina Lead Artists provide art classes for pre-

schoolers on an outreach basis, in partnership 

with the Norwood Child and Family Resource 

Centre.  

Other evenings and on weekends, the space is 

loaned or rented out to groups who use the 

space for art classes, special events, work-

shops, meetings and even church services.   

On Sunday mornings, the Stollery Gallery and 

studios are home to the Capital City Church 

of Christ.   

Throughout the year, Artists with Brain Injury 

Society (AABIS) and a local Tai Chi club run 

weekly sessions for their members.  New 

regular users include The Mediation and Re-

storative Justice Centre and Trinity Guild Hall, 

who host activities such as mediator training, 

speech classes, festivals and student exams in 

the Stollery Gallery.    

It is also a great space for private parties, band 

rehearsal, poetry reading, book & CD 

launches.   

New Centre Well Used By Community 



Board Hosts First Long Range Planning Event 
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The Nina Haggerty Centre 

Board of Directors marked the 

end of the current board year 

with a facilitated planning session 

to establish a new set of dreams big 

enough to guide the Centre 

through the next  decade.   

Previous long range 

plans set in 2002 and 

revisited in 2007 took 

the Centre to 2010, so 

it was time to bring 

together staff, friends, 

supporters and board to 

create new goals.   

Within that horizon, the 

Centre will celebrate its 

10th anniversary (2013) 

and must pay off the 

balance owed for purchase of the 

new facility (2019).    

Catrin Owen of Calder Bateman, a 

long time friend and supporter of 

the Centre, did an amazing job of 

pulling together the dynamic  

conversation into a set of organized 

ôthreadsõ that will now form the 

basis of a new operational plans.   

Notes from the session describe an 

exciting future, capture highlights 

(our story so far) and the Centreõs 

focus, ambitions and challenges.   

Joining the conversation were  

invited guests from Arts on the 

Ave, Arts Habitat Association and 

the Edmonton Community  

Foundation.   

New Board Member, Kristine  

Penner, is welcomed to the slate of 

Directors.  Directors are elected to 

the Board for a three-year term 

and may serve a maximum of two 

terms.   
 

If you are interested in finding out 

more about opportunities as a 

Board or Committee member, and 

have experience in legal, accounting, 

fundraising, marketing or special 

events, please contract Centre 

Director, Wendy Hollo.   

The NHCA is pleased to present 

the following slate of Officers and 

Directors for approval by the  

membership: 
 

Chair - Curtis Gillespie 

Vice-Chair - Harold Pearse 

Secretary/Treasurer - Yvonne  

DuBourdieu 
 

Returning Directors: 

Jeni Adler, Paul Bellemare, Ailien 

Holdis, Connie Moores, Roberta 

Moro, Svetlana Pavlenko and Brian 

Webb.    

 

 

 

   

operating deficit.  This, together 

with special one-time grants  

received early in the first quarter 

from the Stollery Charitable  

Foundation and Allard Foundation,  

allowed the Centre to maintain 

positive cash flow during the critical 

first 6 months of the fiscal year.     

The audited statements report a 

year end operating deficit of 

$24,526, offset by almost $19,000 

in reported surplus at the end of 

the 2008/2009 fiscal year.   

The remaining deficit includes the 

impact of a reduction in PDD  

funding during the last quarter.  The 

Centre is currently in a positive 

cash position and despite cutbacks 

in provincial arts and disability  

funding, the Centre expects to end 

the 2010/2011 fiscal year in a sur-

plus position, due largely to the 

scheduled Casino in September. 

The Board thanks Lois Watkins, 

Christine Chan, Marta Beranek and 

Darcy Koshman for their work. 

The Nina Haggerty Centre for the 

Arts is pleased to present audited 

financial statements for the year 

ending March 31, 2010, prepared by 

Darcy W. Koshman, CGA.      

The Centre began the fiscal year 

with a cash position of $36,000+, 

thanks to generous support from 

private donor, Marian Allen.  

Marian made this timely donation in 

response to emergency requests by 

the Nina Haggerty Centre for short 

term support to cover a projected   

Rising Sun 

Theatre 

showing of 

ôStories 

About Usõ 

fits with 

Ninaõs goal 

to expand 

to new art 

forms.  

 

Financial Report for the 2009-2010 Fiscal Year 

Slate of Directors and Officers 

òComing together to 

review and update long 

range plans, we were all 

reminded of the 

incredible success the 

Centre and its artists 

have achieved in such a 

short period of time. It 

also allowed us to create 

exciting new dreams and 

sharpened our focus on 

the challenges and 

opportunities that lie 

ahead.ó 

Board Chair, Curtis 

Gillespie 

Catrin, who volunteered her 

time, facilitated a follow-up 

session with staff a few weeks 

later to help translate the 

more abstract conversation of 

the Long Range Planning  

Session into artistic and  

program goals.  Staff plan to 

repeat the process annually. 

The Nina Haggerty Centre is poised to fly!  The Board of Directors 

is ready to focus on its own evolution as the organization matures, 

and seeks a few dynamic individuals with the skills and experience 

to help take it to the next level.  Top priority will be a capital and/

or endowment campaign. (Above) Vertical dancers perform on the 

east wall of Ninaõs new building during Kaleido Family Arts Festival 

(2009).    
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(Above) Fay Fricke 

turned the camera 

on herself as she  

explored the new 

neighbourhood and a 

new art form.   

Refraction & 7th Birthday Bash 

Uncommon Threads Unite 

Nina Artists become Rangefinders 
òThe variety of techniques pro-

duced a wide range of works that 

would raise the eyebrows of any-

one interested in photography,ó 

wrote Edmonton Journal  

reviewer, Janice Ryan.  The 

historic, simple processes  

explored by Nina artists date 

back to the 1800õs, are  

inexpensive, easy to master 

and produce quick results.  As 

Ryan points out, this winning 

combination make the  

processes òan artistsõ dream 

come true.ó   

The Centre was fortunate to 

have professional artists 

Wenda Salomons and Candice 

Makowichuk , artists practiced 

in pinhole photography and 

diazo and cyano print making 

techniques, in residence in the 

studio for four months.  The 

photo project was made  

possible by a Lee Fund grant.   

The project gave Nina artists 

an excuse to explore their 

new neighbourhood, venturing 

out to capture images with 

pinhole cameras and to  

develop images using sunlight.   

Rangefinders (January 2010) in 

the Stollery Gallery featured 

work created during the project 

alongside work by Wenda and 

Candice.  In keeping with the 

Galleryõs interest in creating 

multi-media opening events, New 

Youth Edmonton performed live 

world music.   

created in the Nina Haggerty 

Centre studios.  Instead, they 

are encouraging collaborations 

between the community artists  

and artists from the Nina 

Haggerty Collective.   

Ideally, visiting artists showing 

their work in the Gallery take 

an active role with one or 

more artists from the  

Collective.  This can include a 

Corey Hamilton, a dedicated 

artist who volunteers 2 to 3 

days a week in the Nina 

Haggerty studios, found an 

ôuncommon threadõ with  

studio artist Kim Hung Ho.   

Their joint exhibit fit well with 

the new gallery direction.  The 

Exhibition Committee is  

moving away from exhibitions 

that focus exclusively on work 

collaborative exhibition of 

work, offering an on-site work-

shop or a demonstration of 

their art making process during 

normal studio hours.  

Corey added an exciting  

dimension to the opening  

reception, reading selected 

original poems punctuated by 

jazz performance by the Raving 

Poets band.    

The Opening Reception for 

Refraction was held in  

conjunction with the Centreõs 

7th Birthday Bash and annual art 

sale.   

100 pieces of art were offered 

for sale, each priced at $100.  

Mayor and Lynn Mandel were 

among the guests for the  

festive evening of art and  

celebration.   

 

Many thanks to the 60+ artists 

who donated work to the 100 

for $100 fundraiser.  Money 

raised supports the Nina 

Haggerty studio program.  

Edmonton Community  

Foundation CEO Martin  

Garber-Conrad  was pleased to 

exhibit his work in collage in 

the new Stollery Gallery this 

year.  Martin, a long-time friend 

and supporter of the Nina 

Haggerty Centre, collaborated 

with Nina artist Ulrike Rossier 

for Refraction. Their work 

played well against each other, 

creating an exciting alchemy of 

colour and form.   

(Below) Exhibition Coordinator 

David Janzen poses with Nina 

artist  Kim Hung Ho at the 

Opening Reception for  

Uncommon Threads.  Corey 

Hamilton read some of his  

poetry, accompanied by the 

Raving Poets Band.   

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 0  

New Youth 

Edmonton 

performed 

at Opening  



ôCan You See?õ Me Attracts National Attention 
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News coverage of Hobbema irarely 

good news, but on May 25 the  

Edmonton Journal gave front page 

coverage to a student project 

launched to counteract that negative 

image.  The story was quickly picked 

up by other media outlets and  

received national CBC coverage.   

The BookMaker Club, eleven  

students from Meskanahk Ka Nipa 

Wit School met weekly throughout 

the school year, with a goal to show 

the Montana First Nation community 

from their perspective.  They used 

photos to send a positive message to 

the world - one that differs from 

stories about drugs and violence.   

The resulting photo  

exhibit and 21-page 

book, Can You See Me? 

were launched in the  

Stollery Gallery (May 

2010).   

Chief Carolyn Buffalo 

was clearly moved by the images and  

talent demonstrated by the students.  

òI am so proud of what these young 

people have accomplished,ó she said 

to the large gathering who travelled 

to Edmonton for the opening.   

Copies of the book have sold across 

the country and a second printing of 

the book has been ordered. 

Clay artists in the Nina Collective 

have been inspired by access to 

fabric and greatly expanded studio 

space in the new facility.  Under the 

direction of Sue Seright, they 

showed their stuff in December 

2010 with an exhibition titled  

Objects and Curios.  In May 2010, 

Hans Rasmussen partnered with 

Leo Wong for an exhibition of their 

recent work in mixed media,  

presenting Selected Collages.   

artists from the community came 

to see the new work and were 

impressed with what they found.   

Berryõs Dog Park was created from 

tree branches, foamcore and rocks, 

Jarock worked with repainted  

buttons and wire to create Kite 

Flight and Kevin Ashton created an 

amazing piece from coloured wire 

that he called Spider House.  Sherri , 

who mentored the artists and  

curated the show, also exhibited 

work created for the show.   

Scott Berry, Christine Jarock,  

Kenneth Hayward and Kevin Ashton, 

veteran members of the Nina 

Haggerty Artists Collective, worked 

with professional artist, Sherri Chaba 

and Centre Volunteer, Raj Bagwe, to 

create Repetitionñunique works of 

art united through the process of 

repetition.   

The exhibit pushed the boundaries 

of expectation much farther than any 

previous showing of work by Nina 

artists.  A number of prominent 

Gallery Transformed Through Repetition 

Objects & Curios, Selected Collages  

(Above) Hans Rasmussen was pleased to mount the 

first public exhibition of his work in collaboration 

with artist Leo Wong, a member of the Nina  

Collective.  (Left) An ôobjectõ from the clay exhibit 

and Ann Marie Fortier poses with work that has 

been added to the Nina Haggerty permanent  

collection. 

Studentsõ photographs present 

positive images of their Montana 

First Nation community.    (Right) 

Students were interviewed by the 

media and autographed copies of 

their book, ôCan You See Me?õ, 

during the exhibit opening.   

(Above) Scott Berry Poses inside his installation Dog Park in 2019.  

(Above right) Christine Jarock created a suspended kite sculpture 

made from individually painted buttons strung together with wire.  
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òSo much about 

dance is your 

investment in it.   

This group really 

let me see what 

you can do with a 

limited 

vocabulary.ó 

Gerry Morita  

(Top) Jerry Morita,  

Artistic Director of  

Mile Zero Dance,  

found inspiration  

working with Nina  

artists to produce  

ôThe Nina Sessionsõ.   

Funding Support for Operations 

Nina Dance Project with Mile Zero 
Every Tuesday morning for 

eight months the carpet was 

rolled out to convert the  

Stollery Gallery into a dance 

studio.   

Mile Zero Dance Artistic  

Director, Gerry Morita, lead  

The Nina Sessions. For most it 

was a new experience and was 

the Centreõs first foyer into a 

new art discipline.  It was  

exciting to see some of the 

participants succeed in the 

dance studio in a way that had 

eluded them as visual artists.       

For Gerry, it was a new  

experience as well. òWhen I 

see the Haggerty dancers, 

some of them have such a 

limited or compromised range 

of movement, but what they 

are able to express with that 

really surprises me and even  

impresses me,ó she told  

Edmonton Journal reporter 

Salena Kitteringham.  òIt really 

lets me see what you can do with 

a limited vocabulary.ó 

The project ended with a standing 

room only performance held in 

the Stollery Gallery on April 29, 

International Dance Day. Live 

performance was punctuated by a 

short film by Anna Rambow that 

provided project context for the 

appreciative audience. Music was 

scored by Don Ross and local 

professional dancer, Amber  

Borostik also performed. 

The Centre was also fortunate 

to receive vital multi-year  

support from the Edmonton 

Community Foundation.  This 

bridge funding has played a 

critical role in helping the  

Centre to develop the  

processes and practices  

necessary to achieve long 

The Nina Haggerty Centre is 

grateful for the ongoing  

operating grant support  

received from the Edmonton 

PDD Community Board, the 

Alberta Foundation for the Arts 

and the Edmonton Arts  

Council/City of Edmonton.   

 

term, sustainable funding  

stability in support of day to day 

operations.  Special one-time 

operating grants were also  

provided by the Stollery  

Charitable Foundation and 

Allard Foundation in response 

to a funding crisis that loomed 

late in the previous fiscal year.      

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 0  

International Dance Day 

April 29, 2010 



Family Foundations, Donors Provide Finishing Touches  
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The new Nina Haggerty facility 

came in on time and on budget, but 

in doing so, a few finishing touches 

were taken out of the final design 

plans.  The most noticeable of 

these was insufficient budget to put 

our name on the building!  A  

campaign to ôsellõ individual letters 

to private donors was launched at 

the Centreõs Grand Opening, and 

when Cake Walk title sponsor 

Gordon Oxley took on the cause, 

he got the job done.  (See Cover) 

Fixturing for the art preparation 

and archive areas behind the  

gallery, as well as 500 square feet of 

storage space, were also eliminated 

from the final design, resulting in 

disorganized spaces doubling as 

storage and prep areas and  

succeeding at neither.   

Generous support from the Butler 

and Poole Family Foundations, 

however,  have saved the day.  

Grants allowed the Centre to  

purchase custom storage  

solutions and the areas are being 

transformed into efficient work 

spaces that also accommodate the 

necessary storage functions.    

It is difficult to fathom just how  

significant the past year has been for 

the Nina Haggerty Centre for the 

Arts.  Having achieved a 10-year 

dream to own its own facility well 

ahead of schedule, we found it  

difficult to imagine what we could 

hope to accomplish in our next 

seven years. 

We did just that, however, with help 

from longtime friend and supporter, 

Catrin Owen.    

located just east of the new Centre.  

The group is working in the print 

studio and hopes to show some of 

their work in the Stollery Gallery 

during the upcoming season.   

The Centre continues to offer 

regular community and family art 

sessions taught by Nina Lead Artist 

Susan Seright and local artist 

Lorraine Shulba.  These classes are 

offered free or at very low cost 

thanks to support from ECALA, the 

Edmonton Community Adult Learning 

Association.   

The Centre is also grateful to ongoing 

private donors who contribute funds 

towards operations.  These donations 

are matched by Albertaõs Community 

Spirit Program, so each dollar doubles 

in its contribution.  This year, the  

Centre will receive almost $20,000 

through this grant program.  Thanks 

also go the Northgate Lions Club for 

their recent generous donation.   

The Nina Haggerty Centre places a 

priority on the provision of arts 

outreach programming, with an 

emphasis on bringing the arts into 

lives less able or likely to access 

mainstream opportunities.   

This year, with the support of a 

grant from the Stollery Charitable 

Foundation, Paul Freeman has been 

providing art programming for a 

group from Recovery Acres, a 

treatment centre for addiction 

Stollery, ECALA Grants Support Art Classes 

Message from Board and Executive Director 

The Board congratulates Dr. Svetlana Pavlenko (left)

for 2010 Rise Community Leadership Award.  Rise 

awards recognize immigrant success in Edmonton.   

Grants continue 

to play a 

significant role 

in supporting 

special projects 

and programs. 

This year, the 

Centre 

welcomed 

support from 

two new 

sources, the 

Butler Family 

Foundation and 

Poole Family 

Charitable 

Foundation.   

 

 

Easy access 

to art in 

Archive 

room thanks 

to Butler 

Family  

Foundation 

Grant 

Gathering with the staff and key 

supporters, we wove a new set of 

dreams into the fabric of our long 

range plan.   While exhilarating to 

image an exciting future for the 

Centre, it was also sobering to 

comprehend the significant work 

and challenges that lay ahead, not 

the least of which is the need to 

conduct a successful capital  

campaign and consider building an 

endowment fund to ensure long 

term success. 

On behalf of the Board and  

Executive Director, we thank the 

many friends and supporters who 

share our journey.  Please join us in 

welcoming Kristine  Penner to the 

Board and in congratulating Svetlana 

on her recent Leadership Award.   

   



9225 - 118 Avenue, 

Edmonton, AB 

T5G 0K6 

Phone: 780-474-7611 

Fax: 780-474-7601 

E-mail: info@ninahaggertyart.ca  

www.ninahaggertyart.ca 

Much of Nina Haggertyõs story is not 

a happy one.  She and her sister Rita 

both contracted polio as children 

and suffered abuse at the hands of 

an alcoholic step father.  To protect 

the girls, their mother placed them 

in an institution where they spent 

more than fifty years.   
 

There is, however, a happier ending.   

 

Late in life, both women were able to move to Edmonton 

where they  lived together in the same house, just as they 

had as children.  With support, they were able to travel, 

celebrate Christmases together, and Nina (in her 70õs) took 

her first art lesson.  She had found her passion!  For the 

next decade she created many paintings, gifting most of them 

to friends and support staff.     
 

Four years after her death, her namesake, the  

Nina Haggerty Centre for the Arts opened its doors.   

One can only imagine the rich contribution she would have 

made had she been able to nurture her talent as an artist 

from a younger age. 

 

 

Nina Haggerty  

Centre for the Arts  

World Stone Inc. Cake Walk 

2010 Goes Ga Ga! 

Ninaõs Story 

Ready to (Re) Launch Art By 

Subscription (ABS) Program  
Plans are underway for this yearõs 5th anniversary of Cake Walk.  

Joining Sheri Somerville as host this year is CTVõs Josh Klassen.  

The runway presentation gives way this year to a stage show 

with all live music, vocals and some of your favourite Divas and 

Divos - some courtesy of Darrin Hagen and Guys in Disguise.  

Teams and cakes still get top billing with greater profile and live 

jingles composed and performed live by Sheri Somerville!  Plan 

to join us on November 2 at the Sutton Place Hotel.  Tickets go 

on sale at Tix-On-The-Square August 1.  In addition to great 

entertainment, there will be fabulous auction prizes to be won. 

Art by Subscription was a great idea that first surfaced in 2007.  Like many 

inspirations, however, it has taken some time to translate the concept into 

something we can put into practice.  With help from new Centre supporter 

Jenn Elliott, however, we are ready to launch an art subscription service that 

provides you with dynamic, revolving art and recognition, raises the profile 

of artists in the Nina Haggerty Collective and creates a source of revenue 

that will help sustain day to day operations.   

òArt By Subscription (ABS) is your low-cost opportunity to add unique visual 

art to your workplace and offer critical financial support to an arts centre 

that supports this vibrant collective of outsider artists. Art By Subscription is 

about building relationships between you and our collective. We will adapt 

your subscription to meet your needs; such as room or wall size and colour, 

and the number the space requires.ó 

Subscribers pay an annual fee of $1,500 (100% tax deductable) and receive: 

Ý One to three pieces of framed original art that can be refreshed up 

to 4 times per year 

Ý One-on-one consultation with Nina 

Artistic Director, Paul Freeman  

Ý Recognition plaque installed with art 

recognizes your generous support, 

with added recognition on our web-

site, in Nina News, at special events 


